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CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 225562 

63 

ORIGIN NEA-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EB-04 AID-05 AGR-05 SWF-01 SS-20 NSC-05 

SP-02 CIAE-00 INR-05 NSAE-00 RSC-01 COME-OO OMB-01 

TRSE-00 INRE-00 NSCE-00 SSO-OO /060 R 

DRAFTED BY NE A/IN S : JELEADER: JEL 
APPROVED BY NEA/INS:DKUX 
EB/FFD - CCAVANAUGH 
AID/FFP - AMERCKER (SUBS) 

AGRICULTURE/FAS - HNORTON (SUBS-1) 

AID/ASIA - JCOLES (INFO) 

100780 

O 112317Z OCT 74ZFF4 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY COLOMBO NIACT IMMEDIATE 
CONFIDENTIAL STATE 225562 


E.O. 11652: 

TAGS: PFOR, EAID, CE 
SUBJECT: FOOD SITUATION 

1. SECOND QUARTER PL 480 ALLOCATION LIST DOES NOT INCLUDE 

SRI LANKA. WE SENSE FROM COLOMBO 2832 THAT ECONOMIC SITUATION 
IS BECOMING MORE CRITICAL PARTICULARLY ON FOOD SIDE. WE 
NEED, HOWEVER, MORE SPECIFIC INFORMATION ON FOOD SUPPLY 
SITUATION OVER NEXT FEW MONTHS AND ANALYSIS OF INTERAC- 
TION BETWEEN FOOD IMPORT REQUIREMENTS AND FOREIGN EXCHANGE 
SITUATION. (AMPLIFICATION OF FIGURES CONTAINED FIR FIELD 
NUMBER NNC 5217 WOULD BE USEFUL.) TO EXTENT POSSIBLE WE 
WOULD ALSO APPRECIATE ANALYSIS OF NUTRITIONAL EFFECT OF 
CURRENT SHORT SUPPLY IN FOOD INCLUDING VERIFICATION OF 
AUSTIN FERNANDO'S INDICATION REPORTED STATE 221933 THAT 
MALNUTRITION HAS BECOME REAL PROBLEM. CALCULATIONS SHOULD 
BE PRESENTED IN METRIC TON AND DOLLAR VALUE TERMS. 

2. IN SHORT EMBASSY REQUESTED TO PROVIDE ANALYSIS OF EXTENT 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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TO WHICH GSL HAS FACTORED US-SUPPLIED PL480 WHEAT FLOUR 
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INTO ITS IMPORT CALCULATIONS, TIMING OF WHEN THIS FLOUR 
IS NEEDED AND REPURCUSSIONS IF PL 480 SHIPMENTS ARE DELAYED 
UNTIL LATE IN FY 75 OR OMITTED ENTIRELY. IF POSSIBLE WOULD 
LIKE THIS BY OCTOBER 16. WHERE STATISTICS LACKING, USE YOUR 
OWN INTERPRETATION OF SITUATION. INGERSOLL 
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